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especially made demonstrations in favour of universal suffrage
and the eight-hour day. In the three Scandinavian countries,
Holland, and Belgium, the party has been constructed after the
German model. In Poland the party, formed in 1882 in the
manufacturing cities of Russian Poland, wias crushed in 1885.
It was revived in 1892-93 with a collectivist platform copied
from Germany; but this is a party of Polish patriots who demand
the reco-nstitution of Poland as a democratic republic. In
France and the Romanic countries the collectivist ideas have
gradually permeated all the revolutionary parties; but they have
not adopted a regular organization and a central management

The German party, obliged to dissolve its official organization
and to hold its congresses abroad (see p. 479) while the special
laws were in force (1878-90), took advantage of the return to
ordinary law to reorganize. It took the name of the social
democratic party (1890), restored the organization by local
groups (ordinarily constituted in the form of electoral com-
mittees), and decided to push socialist propagandism in the rural
districts. The Congress of Erfurt, in 1891, revised the program,
suppressing the passages which recalled Lassalle's doctrine and
developing much more broadly Marx' theory that natural evolu-
tion will do away with private property and prepare for collectiv-
ism. The party set itself the task of organizing class struggles
by arousing the workingmen to the necessity of contest. To this
main object they have added emancipation of women, free medi-
cal care, and free burials. In labour legislation they demand ex-
tension to fann labourers and domestic servants of the measures
taken for the factory operatives.

Thus in the majority of the European states socialist parties
have been created, with a democratic constitution, composed of
two organs: an annual congress of elected representatives, a sov-
ereign deliberative assembly which determines the program and
general policy; a permanent committee chosen by the congress
and charged with the executive functions. It is a complete gov-
ernment provided with the means of practical action: a fund, an
organ, and an electoral organization. Each party is constituted
within the lines of a single nation, since it has to act through a
single parliament. There are, indeed, in some countries several
rival socialist parties.

The socialist doctrine rests on the same principles everywhere.
The existing economic system is unfavourable to the labouring
class; the reform must be the work of the labouring class; it wiQ